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Voice Image Descriptions in 
Markup, iOS 15 

 

Case Study:  
Jane has a visual impairment and wants to use VoiceOver to read aloud 
image descriptions when she navigates her photos within the Photos app. 
Image descriptions allow her to learn more about what is in an image and 
VoiceOver can read custom descriptions out loud to her when she uses the 
Image Explorer. 

 
 
 

This tutorial assumes that: 
• you have an iOS device with version 15 software. 

• you are connected to the internet. 

• you have access to the photo or image that you want to add descriptions 
to.  

• you know how to turn on and use VoiceOver – e.g. how to control 
VoiceOver using finger gestures – on your iOS device.  
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Adding Image Descriptions to an Image 
 

1 
Go to the Photos app and 
tap the photo that you 
want to add custom 
descriptions to.   

2 Tap the Edit button in the 
upper right-hand corner of 
the image.  

 

3 Tap the Markup toolbar (a 
pen shaped icon) in the 
upper right-hand corner. 
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4 
Tap the + button in the 
Markup toolbar at the 
bottom.  
 
Then, tap Description.  
 

 

5 
An Image Description pop-
up window and an on-
screen keyboard will 
appear. Enter your 
description, then tap Done.  
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Playing Image Descriptions with VoiceOver 
 

1 
 
Go to Settings > 
Accessibility > VoiceOver 
and turn on VoiceOver.  
 

 

2 
 
Also within the VoiceOver 
settings, scroll down to 
Navigate Images and tap it.  
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3 
 
Tap With descriptions. 
Now you have turned on 
Image Descriptions. 

 

 

4 

In the first part of this 
tutorial, you have added 
image descriptions to one 
of your photos in the 
Photos app. Go to that 
photo again.  

 

5 
Tap the photo with one 
finger to hear the Image 
Descriptions you have 
added in the first part of 
this tutorial.  

 

 

 

https://www.setbc.org/
https://www.setbc.org/

	Voice Image Descriptions in Markup, iOS 15
	This tutorial assumes that:
	Adding Image Descriptions to an Image
	Playing Image Descriptions with VoiceOver

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

