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Text-to-Speech (MacBook)

Introduction

Text-to-Speech is an embedded tool that allows students to have written text read aloud. This can
be used to support students with reading. The following depicts how to access text-to-speech on a
MacBook.

Steps to Follow

Step Instruction Visual Depiction

1 Open “System ' 'Y ) < Accessibility

Settings” and

Search . Accessibility
SeleCt Q ® Personalize Mac in ways that work best for you with accessibility features
for vision, hearing, motor, speech, and cognition. Learn more...
3 7 13 ”
Accessibility ey

from the menu on vision

Start Using iCloud o
the left. VoiceOver

& wi-Fi

Zoom
B Bluetooth
Network Hover Text
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) Batiery 9 Display

=1 General

| @ Accessibility

@ Appearance

2) Apple Intelligence & Siri () Audio Descriptions

& Motion

@ Read & Speak

Desktop & Dock

e Displays Hearing

= Menu Bar Hearing Devices
Spotlight
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Step Instruction Visual Depiction

2 Click on “Read & [ BN ) < > Accessibility

Speak.”

Q Search ® Accessibility
Personalize Mac in ways that work best for you with accessibility features

for vision, hearing, motor, speech, and cognition. Learn more...

Vision
Start Using iCloud (1]

VoiceOver
Wi-Fi

Zoom
Bluetooth
Network Hover Text
S @ Display
L'Z] General @ Motion

@ Read & Speak
@ Appearance

2) Apple Intelligence & Siri ) Audio Descriptions

Desktop & Dock
e Displays Hearing
E’ Menu Bar Hearing Devices

a Spotlight m
Audio
‘ L5 Wiallnanar J

3 Toggle on Speak ' oo e < Read & Speak

Selection.”

@, Seerlh Accessibility Reader ®
Read or listen to text in the Accessibility Reader app and customize
fonts, layout, and background colors. Press $#0 to activate

g Accessibility Reader.

o Speak selection [ @) O)
Start Using iCloud o Hear selected text spoken aloud. Select Speech > Start Speaking in
the Quick Actions menu, or use a keyboard shortcut.
Wi-Fi

Speak item under the pointer ®
B Bluetooth Mac will speak the words under the cursor.
Network

Speak announcements ®
a Battery Mac will speak the text in dialogs and notify you when you need to

perform an action in an app.

2] General

Speak typing feedback
@® Accessibility Mac will speak the keys you press and the characters you type.

@ Appearance

? Apple Intelligence & Siri

©

<

System speech language Use System Language

System voice Samantha ¢
Desktop & Dock

®
a Displays Detect languages O
®

{5} Menu Bar L
Pronunciations

(23 spotiight

‘ L5530 Wiallnanar ? ‘
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Step

Instruction

Visual Depiction

To the right, select

the “i” (info)
button. Here, you
can customize
highlighting styles
and colours. You'll
also see the
keyboard shortcut
“Option + Esc,”
which will be used
to activate Speak
Selection.

Keyboard shortcut Option+Esc

Highlight content Words

Word color Default
Sentence color Default ¢
Underline @ Background color

Sentence style

Show controller Automatically <

Cancel

Under System
Voice, click the “i”
button to adjust
the voice output,
speaking rate, and
pitch.

English

Arabic
Basque
Bengali
Bhojpuri
Bulgarian
Catalan
Chinese
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch

Finnish

Sir Voice 2 e
7 Majed
Voice
Piya Rate ey
= Pitch =\ S
Raria Speech Volume o @
Montse
Tingting Reset Voice Settings
Lana Reverts all voice changes to defaults.
Zuzana
Sara
Ellen
Satu >
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You can also add
custom word
pronunciations by
clicking the “i”
button, then
selecting the “+”
symbol.

o

Q Search

L=

Start Using iCloud (1]

Wi-Fi
8 Bluetooth
Network

|/ Battery

Wz General

6\') Accessibility

@ Appearance

‘ Apple Intelligence & Siri

Desktop & Dock

9 Displays

< Read & Speak

Accessibility Reader

Read or listen to text in the Accessibility Reader app and customize
fonts, layout, and background colors. Press 3O to activate
Accessibility Reader.

Speak selection
Hear selected text spoken aloud. Select Speech > Start Speaking in
the Quick Actions menu, or use a keyboard shortcut.

Speak item under the pointer
Mac will speak the words under the cursor.

Speak announcements
Mac will speak the text in dialogs and notify you when you need to
perform an action in an app.

Speak typing feedback

Mac will speak the keys you press and the characters you type.
System speech language
System voice

Detect languages

Use System Language

Samantha ¢

1

«© O

©

<>

®
«©

Pronunciations

«© O

=) Menu Bar
Spotlight 2
Ao y
7 To use this on a EMC s 6+ ®
webpage, select
the text you want WATCH - HOW Cats use
read aloud, and facial expressions to
press Option + Esc. communicate with each
other -~

Aerin Murphy
CBC Kids News Contributor

276 facial expressions identified, most are

friendly
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To support motor
and vision needs,
toggling on the
“Speak item under
the pointer” can be
a helpful option.
This reads the
entire passage
when you hover
your pointer over
the text.

Q Search

S/

Start Using iCloud

& wi-Fi
E Bluetooth
Network

. Battery

Wz General

@ Appearance

Desktop & Dock

a Displays
L5 Menu Bar
Spotlight

9 Wallnanar

‘é) Accessibility

? Apple Intelligence & Siri

< Read & Speak

Accessibility Reader

Read or listen to text in the Accessibility Reader app and customize

fonts, layout, and background colors. Press #® to activate
Accessibility Reader.

Speak selection

Hear selected text spoken aloud. Select Speech > Start Speaking in

the Quick Actions menu, or use a keyboard shortcut.

Speak item under the pointer
Mac will speak the words under the cursor.

Speak announcements
Mac will speak the text in dialogs and notify you when you need to
perform an action in an app.

Speak typing feedback

Mac will speak the keys you press and the characters you type.

System speech language

System voice

Detect languages

Pronunciations

«© O

Use System Language

Samantha ¢

©

<

N6
«
«© o

4

Click on the “i”
button to adjust
these settings. Use
the “After delay”
slider to control
how long you need
to hover before the
text is read aloud.

[es

Q Search

Speak item under the pointer

Only when zoomed

© Always

Speech verbosity

< Read & Speak

Accessibility Reader

Read or listen to text in the Accessibility Reader app and customize
fonts, layout, and background colors. Press #D to activate
Accessibility Reader.

Speak selection

Hear selected text spoken aloud. Select Speech > Start Speaking in
—the Quick Actions menu ar use a kevhoard sharteut

~

Low ¢

After delay

Short Long

Accessibilitys

cancel ([ [enouece

Detect languages

Pronunciations

4
"Samantha

~

<O

¢ @
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