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Tutorial: Read&Write for Google Chrome Translator 
 

Introduction 
This tutorial provides an overview of how to use the Translator tool available in Read&Write for 
Google Chrome. Translator allows users to translate single words into over 90 different languages. 
This tool works in Google Docs, Google Slides, and websites. Translator supports users who are 
learning English or other languages to gain a more comprehensive understanding of written content 
and pronunciation. 

Learning Objectives 
Completing this tutorial will give you experience: 

• Using the Translator feature to translate content from English to another language. 
• Navigating the Settings menu to customize translation to and from English and a variety of 

languages. 

This tutorial assumes that 
• You have the Google Chrome browser in use on your computer. 
• You have a Google account. 
• You have access to Read&Write (check if there is still a free teacher account). 
• You have internet access. 

Case Study 
Shimah is a Grade 8 student who is learning the English language. They often encounter unfamiliar 
words when reading and listening to curricular content. They would benefit from having a quick and 
easy way to have unfamiliar words translated as they are working, and like having a written definition 
to promote understanding with the option of hearing the word pronounced aloud to build 
confidence in English oral communication.  
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Steps to Follow 

 Step  Instruction Visual Depiction 

1 Open the work that 
you would like to 
translate in Google 
Chrome.  
 
 
 

 

 

2 Check that the 
Read&Write 
extension toolbar is 
visible at the top of 
your screen. If it’s 
not there, select 
the purple puzzle 
piece icon on the 
top right corner of 
your screen to 
activate and/or 
refresh your 
browser. 
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 Step  Instruction Visual Depiction 

3 To customize 
translation 
language, select 
the Options menu. 
Navigate to the 
bottom of the 
Speech tab and 
select the language 
you would like to 
translate to. The 
languages at the 
top can have their 
translations read 
aloud. 

 

 

4 To use the tool, 
highlight the word 
to translate. Select 
the Translator icon 
and the word will 
open in a pop up 
with one or more 
translations. 
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 Step  Instruction Visual Depiction 

5 To hear the 
translation read 
aloud, press the 
play icon. 

 

 

6 Users can also use 
this tool to 
translate from 
other languages to 
English or another 
language. For 
example, to 
translate from 
French to English, 
select the Options 
menu, and in the 
Speech tab change 
the Translation 
language to 
English.  
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 Step  Instruction Visual Depiction 

7 Next, go to the 
Language tab, and 
change the 
features French. 

 

 

8 To learn more 
about the 
Read&Write for 
Google Chrome 
extension, view the 
other 
demonstrations 
and tutorials 
available in our 
SET-BC 
Read&Write 
course.  Visit: 
www.setbc.org/Reso
urces 
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