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Define tool and Dictionary Support, iOS 9.3.2 
 

Introduction 
Similar to the define tool on Mac OSX, Apple has provided built in dictionary support on its 
iDevices which includes the iPod, iPhone and iPad.  This support tool allows you to look up a 
word using a dictionary that has been downloaded onto the device. 

Learning Objectives 

Completion of this tutorial will give you experience with the following: 

• Look up the definition of a word with a click 
• Add additional dictionaries (including foreign languages) 

This tutorial assumes 

• that you have an iOS device (iPod, iPhone or iPad) 
• that you have as a minimum, iOS5 installed on your device 
• your device is connected to the internet or that dictionary support has been 

previously downloaded 

Case Study 

Javier is an ELL student and his English vocabulary is at a basic level.  Javier enjoys reading 
internet articles on the internet but comes across words which are unfamiliar to him from time 
to time.  Using the define tool, he is able to quickly look up the meaning of a word.  Furthermore, 
he is also able to retrieve the Spanish word equivalent by loading in the Spanish-English 
dictionary.  

105 – 1750 West 75th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6P 6G2 
Phone: 604.261.9450      Fax: 604.261.2256      www.setbc.org 



 

www.setbc.org Page 2 of 3 May 2016 

Using the Define tool and managing dictionaries 

1 

This tool will work on most Apple 
built apps and on some third 
party apps. 

Start by opening a web site using 
Safari or Google Chrome.  Select a 
word to be defined by depressing 
a finger on a word (1).  A pop-up 
bubble will appear above the 
word with a variety of options. 

Push the “Define” button (2). 

 

 

2 

A Dictionary box will appear 
next to the word (1).  The 
definition is drawn from the 
dictionary(s) (2) that are 
installed on the device.  Scroll 
down to see definitions from 
the various installed 
dictionaries.  Push on a 
definition for a more 
comprehensive view. 
 
Click “Manage” (3) to see a 
list of dictionaries that are 
installed (see below). Click 
“Search Web” (4) to find web 
based definitions. 
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3 

When the “Manage” button is 
clicked, a list of available 
dictionaries will appear. 

Dictionaries that have been 
downloaded will not have a cloud 
symbol next to it (1).  Click on the 
cloud symbol to download 
additional dictionaries not 
currently on the device (2).  
Internet connectivity is required 
for this step. To delete an 
installed dictionary, swipe left on 
the name of the dictionary (3).  
Click on the “Delete” button (4). 
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