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Define Tool/Dictionary App, MacBook OSX
10.11.5 (El Capitan)

Introduction
Are you looking for the definition or synonym of a word as you read through an article on the
internet or as you are typing a report? It’s easy to do on the Mac using the built-in define tool.

Learning Objectives

Completion of this tutorial will give you experience with the following:

. Look up the definition of a word with a single click or with a keyboard command
. Add additional dictionaries (including foreign languages)

This tutorial assumes

. that you have a Mac computer
. that you have the most recent version of Mac OSX installed (El Capitan)
Case Study

Bode is a Grade 4 student who requires benefits from the use of a computer to assist him in
reading. Bode is able to read independently and in situations where the text is above his reading
level, he is able to access the speech tool on the Mac to have the text read to him. However,
there are times when he encounters a word that is unfamiliar to him and the use of a dictionary
would enhance his comprehension of the passage. Rather than navigating to Google to look up
the word, Bode is able to click directly on the word and retrieve a definition immediately. As
Bode’s native is French, he is able to add an additional French-English dictionary at which point
he is able to retrieve the French word equivalent.
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Using the Define Tool and Dictionary App

This feature will only work within
Apple programs (e.g. Pages), or in
programs that support this
feature (Google Chrome). From a
document, identify the desired
word to be defined. Activate the
define tool using a variety of
methods. With the cursor over
the word:

1. Use force touch (requires
setting up in System
Preferences -> Touchpad).

2. Use the keyboard shortcut
Cmd-Ctrl-D.

3. Right click or Ctrl-Click the
word and select “look up
<word>"

Whether you need to know what a word means or

leafing through hefty paper dictionaries are gone.

) how to make the most of OS X’s built-in Dictionar
tricks for doing just that.

1. Use pop-up definitions

A useful, and chronically underused, OS X feature

) — e E — © o vige
Dictionary ove
chronically |'kranikle | adverb [ usu. as don
submodifier ]
) (in relation to iliness) in a persistent and recurring way: lia
families dealing with a chronically ill child.
= in a long-lasting or habitual and problematic way: ole,
the office is chronically understaffed | a mission to
create jobs for the chronically unemployed.
Open in Dictionary 'ﬂ
she
uc
Jap
!ars
Dictionary Wikipedia

Another quick way to look up a word is by using tl

Drnees MAammand_ananahar a antivata it and Hhae

It is also possible to change the
dictionary that the define tool
uses as its source material.

To do this, open the dictionary
app by:

1. Open spotlight (click the
magnifying glass in the top
right hand corner) (1) or hit
Cmd-Space. Type dictionary
and the app will pop up (2).

AR ® % ) 100%EDH FriMay 27 1:40PM _ Colin Cheng (Q) =
—

Q Dictionary «—— (2) @ S B £

TOP HIT
DEFINITION

DEVELOPER

€ Editing_the_Spell_Check_Dictionary...

¢ Topic_Dictionary Compat.htm

& Personal_Dictionary.htm Dictionary

& Topic_Dictionary Definition.htm Version: 2.2.1

& Personal_Dictionary_def.htm

&  Main_Dictionary_Def.htm

¢  Rename_Topic_Dictionary.htm il SEELE

Size 139 MB
FOLDERS Created 2015-08-22
View_or_Edit_a_Dictionary Modified 2016-05-20

SUGGESTED WEBSITE Last opened  2016-05-27

M |

dictionary

Dictionary

www.setbc.org

Page 2 of 3 May 2016



SET>BC

With the Dictionary app open,
click preferences which will open
up a new dialogue box listing the
different reference sources that
you can select/unselect. Sources
can be reordered so that
dictionaries at the top are given
preferential order.

F‘_mﬂle Edit Go Search Window Help
About Dictionary Dictionary

! 1
:::‘ Services » [ple  Wikipedia

Hide Dictionary ~ 3H Lor-fmncss

Hide Others ~ C3H
Show All the order you prefer:
Quit Dictionary ~ 36Q  Hd

. ar's English)
Apple Dictionary
Wikipedia

jary

New Oxford American Dictionary
Copyright ® 2010, 2013 by Oxford University Press, Inc. All ights reserved.

Pronunciation:
@US English (Diacritical)
US English (IPA)

In addition, additional Wikipedia
languages can be added by
clicking on the Wikipedia entry.
Available languages will be listed.
Simply check the language that
support is required in.

@ Dictionary File Edit Go Search Window Help

Dictionary
AlA
Al UICHORARN Thesaurus Apple Wikipedia
[ JeN ] Preferences

Drag reference sources into the order you prefer:

New Oxford American Dictionary (American English)

@ oOxford American Writer's Thesaurus (American English)
€ Apple Dictionary
¥ wi

ary

Most text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0
Unparted License and the
GNU Free ion License htmi>.
Check the page for specific licensing terms. Wikipedia® is a registered
tragemark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc.

Languages:
Catald Nederlands Pycckuin
Cedtina Norsk Bokmal YkpaiHcbka
Dansk Polski nnay

~ Deutsch ~ Portugués Tl

®English Romana mmnlng
Espafiol Sloventina 30
Frangais Suomi BAE
Hrvatski Svenska fiiipe=h-o
Italiano Turkge T EREThY
Magyar EMnvikd

Other Languages:

To look up a word in Dictionary,
type the word into the search box
(1). The definition will be
displayed (2). Individual words
can be further defined by clicking
on them. Throughout this
process, text can be read out loud
by highlighting the words, right
clicking (or Cmd-click), navigating
to speech and select “start
speaking”.

Dictionary (9 found)

@ Q define (]

5 Apple Wikipedia

®
define | dafin|
verb [ with obj. |

1 state or describe exactly the nature, scope, or meaning of: e
the contract will seek to define the client's obligation |\ 15 in New Window

Look Up “state or describe exactl...”

* give the meaning of {a word or phrase), espedially i 270 B AR 200 O

dictionary.
Copy
= make up or establish the character of: for some, tht  ghare

football team defines their identity.

2 mark out the boundary or limits of: (as ad]. defined) :
defined boundaries.

« make clear the outline of; delineate: she defined her eyes

bv annlvina avashadow
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